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lJdmnnf 1fltduJrts 
~~,4 nf Qtl1rist 
Mr. John Allen Chalk 
November 10, 1963 
% Broad Street church of Christ 
Cookeville, Tennessee 
Dear John: 
I received a newspaper article last week regarding the proposal for the 'cl 
Broad Street church being moved to a new location. I was ~~d to f 
hear that the congregation there has "outgrown" as large a buildil}~.-~.!,.. ~ 
the buildin.ei; iA,JfhiQb tiQ~6SH111s·P~ meetu.g. ! aiit"ffT"a.mant to"'t:iel.ieve n 
- - . - MTl'E!tll ..... - · it since the proposed new building is to have its beginning with a 11 325 
seat chapel . 11 I was of the opinion that the Broad Street building would 
eat that many people without any difficulty. 
There are , however, some things in this article I just cannot understand. 
The article stated that building plans included ,a.. 11~:x;. scho~; 11 I had 
some hope that as you studied the orphan home and sponsortig church quest-
ion that you would eventually oppose them, for when Louis Garrett returned 
from Cookeville last summer, he told me that you were OPPOSED to ta.king 
money from the church treasury to send to a school . Then, the next thing 
I heard from you was th~sciarticle about your not. only §Q!PQ~TIJQ a 3chg9*.._ 
but ac~ual.l~ BIIU:DINw;,.~. Now, of course, since brother Garrett was 
there you must have discovered some passage of Scripture that would justify 
such an arrangement. If you have, I would like to know what it is. 
If not, why are you engaging in it, or ar u in the habit of engaging 
~ ~r.~~"9i~*"'fitoJ:; ~,,.~.,~«-~·~~ in thins without Scri ptural authority? 
~-
I also noted that you are going to have ~ .11 nurs.in~, home 11 -·- what ever 
that may mean. I said some time ago that12'±~'1~tfl'.b.h~~b five years until 
the brethren would be building hospitals in the United States, and perhaps 
this is just a second cousin to one . Is it? and would you be opposed 
having a church of Christ hospital? 
~-~~ 
;~~ 
t .. 2 
The article further states th~t t~ 11fellowshtLhall cAn o tV 
Now that caps the stack ! Are th~ elders ov:;'~a1f ·t h; :e things? ' 
know that the elders as elders had Scriptural authority to oversee kitchens, 
gyms, schools, nursing homes, etc., but then there are many things I don't r \__ 
know. Therefore, I am asking for information om'. these matters. ~ '-;/' 
'b ~ ~~ 
1;:i;;· 
J. T. Smith 
') \ \J~' 
\ C\ ()" .r\~ I 1,.\ D 
SI\~' , ~1 
I will appreciate an answer from you at your earliest convenience. 
Mr. J. T. 5mith 
5701 30th 3treet 
Tampa , :lorida 33610 
Dear J . T. : 
Nov~n')t:=.c 21, 1963 
I am extending a courtesy to you that you were unwilling 
to xtend to me in .:.u ust of l23t year w :m I wrot;s you a letter 
mctiv2ted by sincer~ conc!rn . !o~r Toccnt letter has been 
r eceiv~d and its implied spirit completely unappr~ciated . 
Your first paragraph cast aspersions on our =eason for 
building a new building . I reallze it is strange for" nti 1 s" 
of you r l egalistic stripe to conceive of some congreg ion 
baptizing enou9h people each year to '' out Jrow" any kind of 
building. You obviously or intentionally overlooked the 1600 
seat auditorium that will be built as soon as funds are 
provided . Tr1e chapel will be us2;'. 1 n three morning services to 
take care of cr0vJds which an~ attending our servic s . Cf course , 
I realize that the "!nti" Bible has a scripture against large 
congregations . 
You assume a role which neither your learning or exoerienca 
dicta tes when you make certain glib remarks about the da~ school . 
Out of difference to you r . ~ ,of inf9:rr:r1at..' on, I will state that 
if such a school is started that it wi11 be organized just like 
Florida (non-christian) College and will simply ulitize thu 
facilities of Llroad Jtreet's new ouilcing on a rental oa is like 
the Episcopalians oid at the school mentioned above . 
Your compl ete la ck of understanding of the New Testament 
Church causes you to make certain statements about the proposed 
fellowship hall . As in so many areas, you have failed tc learn 
how often and for what reasons the Church came together to eat, 
to have social relationship, and to generally learn better how 
to love and co-operate with one another. 1 
:./ 
•' 
~· 
2 
In that same paragraph you mentioned »the needy s ints only' 
doctrine which is the most pernicious. damnable. ungodly, and 
anti - christian doctrine ev r devised by the depraved mind of 
man . T~e nursing home you are so concerned about will again 
be organized in such a way as to take care of these ~n dy saints" 
about which you mockingly :1 s conc~rred . It will probably 
be best for you to wait and see the developments on this subject 
before mounting your miniature soap box . 
Tha gym is the invention of the press but if a day school 
i s crg~nized like Florida (non-christian) Coll ege the fellowship 
hall ma· b2 use{ for that purpose by that group . 
Your last statements in the recent letter certainly do not 
offer the real reaso ns for the letter and I hasten to confe ss 
that Id n ,t unders tand by what stretch of you r consummate pride 
you can demand or even n appreciate an ans·Ner" at my earliest 
convenienc t . 
It no~J appears that you have gone t.1e Nay cf all of the 
11 Antis 11 • "y s me divine revelation ( sic) you are no·,, the bishop 
of Put am C unty twu h living in Tampa, Flori a . The remarks 
addr e ssed to u in this 1 tter have not come b cause of a~y 
obligation whic~ I feel to ans~er you r letter . They rath r 
have bee~ prompted by my pity fo1 your i0n0rance . 
Concernrdly yours, 
John Allen Chalk 
JAC/svv 
• I 
Hr . J . T. Smith 
1141G Bass St·rcet 
Tampa 10 , Floridn 
Dear J . • • • 
I was gr·eved to le,rn recently from Lilton Jay that 
you f ad i-2turnc: to the 11 ~nti II fol <l . I .,...e.::d c yout" .. ovc 
to Tm.1r'.')a b t iH s not at1c1:::-a 0 t th.: t ·.nc of whc1 t caused it . 
Last \Jeck i :received a ca:l f:r·om your mothc:r ~nd the:1 
v.b,i · d in ,K hor.ic . Nccdlc3s -to ~,z.y, she is dcc:rl · 
troubled about you:; nc1 .. convictions. He.A louG~: ht'V-.: b~en 
many in t:rn las\. sevo1·2.l •,1or,ths and "OUT retu:.-n to fo:r 1f~!' 
ideas i~ an a~ditionol burden. 
I c~n hiJh:y ~pp~eciate you~ dLJl-~ to go tor ~ool. 
It seer.-::. f·.com '{O . mothel 1 s re;,o.:t -:h., -t somt; of you r.e\J 
friends aren't 2s desirous of you1 att~nding school~~ 
you are , 
I am wri~ing out o n d0ep cont~!n for your f turo 
usefu lness to t ~ cause of the ;;4astc-: . : plcd~e ,'J help 
to you if sue needed nd d~sired . _ cannot ~.r~o e 
or in ny way offsT oncou~~gc~cnt to :our position ~ecent y 
acqu-ired . If /O could he;-,-r tlL r~nt ng of the ignor<1nt 
being 1.i10 now fiL~ s the :,u:;)i t at Jc.:::: .'lhi tson, you would 
be appalled a so . 
If I can be of help in getting you in school at Lipr,comb• 
at Freed-Hard m n, or at Tech, I wil] be h ppy to do o. 
F t rnally yours, 
John /\11 n Chalk 
JAC/s 
J. 
T. 
s 
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BELMONT HEIGHTS CHURCH OF CHRIST 
Phone 237-5485 
Mr. John Allen Chalk 
P. O. Box 474 
Cookeville, Tennessee 
Dear John: 
5 01 30th Street Tampa 10, Florida 
November 27, 1963 
When I received your letter, I didn't know whether to laugh or to 
cry . I had ho idea that my asking for Scriptural authority for a thing 
would cause a man for whom I have always had such high esteem personally, 
to react like a sectarian preache'P""when he is asked for Scriptural 
authority for salvation by faith and prayer. I realize that my secular 
educational advantages and achievements have been greatly inferior to 
yours. I had difficulty in making myself believe that I was reading 
a letter that expressed the sentiments of the heart of my old friend 
John Allen Chalk. I could not understand by any stretch of my imagi-
nation, how my letter of November 10 could so upset you emotionally as 
to provoke you to say the unkind things you have said about me, and t0 
talk about the "implied spirit 11 of my letter. 11For what man knoweth 
the things of a man, save the spirit of man which is in him?" (1 Cor.2:11) 
It is almost unbelievable that instead of giving Scriptural authority 
for the things that we obviously are in disagreement on, that you would 
spend two pages ridiculing my letter and my motives and trying to justify 
what you are engaging in by what someone else is practicing or has 
practiced. It would have been so much simpler just to cite Scriptural 
authority for such practices, and then, even with my limited ability, 
I could have understood plain Bible teaching. I beg you to forgive me 
for any wrong spirit which you read into my letter. If such exists, it 
certainly is a mistake of the head, and not the heart. 
It appears that I have offended you by not replying to your letter 
of last August. I did not realize that you were offended about it. It 
is quiet possible that I made a mistake by not replying, though I had 
never thought that the letter required a reply. I saw no point whatever 
in changing schools for there is no difference in the academic standing 
of Lipscomb, Freed-Hardeman and Florida College. The main reason, however, 
for my desiring to remain at Florida College, was to study under men who 
oppose the very issues about which you and I are corresponding---whereas 
I believe that teachers in the other schools teach false doctrine on the 
same matters. Not only this, but you and many of your colleagues have 
sought to degrade Florida College by referring to it as "Florida (non-
christian) College." Your reference to this comes, no doubt, from the 
fact that the word 11 Christian 11 was removed from the name. But , let me 
ask you this, when they changed the name of the school in Nashville 
from "Nashville Bible School to David Lipscomb College" did they take 
the 11 Bi ble 11 out of the school, and should we now refer to it as "David 
Lipscomb (non-Bible) College?" 
Mr. Chalk 
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And since Freed-Hardeman has never had the word "Bible 11 or 11 Christian 11 
in its name, am I to assume that it should be called Freed-Hardeman 
(non-Bible and non-Christian) College? Really! I thought you were a 
bigger man than that, but then how could an 11 ignoramus 11 like me be any 
judge of character? 
Your observation that 11 I cast aspersions on our reasons for 
building a new building" misses my point completely. I did not cast 
aspersions at all, I merely stated that I was surprised to hear that 
the Broad Street congregation had 11 out grown" its present building when 
it proposed t o build a new building with a 11 325-seat chapel. 11 Certainly 
I can understand how three services a day could accomodate present au-
diences . I do not understand, however, your statement, 11 I realize that 
the 1Anti 1 Bible has a scripture against large congregations." Maybe 
you have an explanation of thts statement, but it makes~no sense whatever 
to me. I have never heard of anybody that quoted any passage to indicate 
how large or small any congregation should be. I have heard people ex-
press judgment on this matter just as y.ou have indicated that you feel 
that one should be at least 1600 under some circwnstances. I find no 
fault with this point per se. 
I fail to understand why you get so upset about my remarks regarding 
"the day school." Have you changed your mind about church support of 
schools since you discussed this matter with brother Garrett last summer? 
In view of the statement you made, I can not help believing that you 
believe that such action would be Scriptural. If this practice is right, 
then I need _llJ,e..-Scr...ipture to {!UO-t-e. -t.o__rny___grethren who ask a ou · · 
practice • . I am forced to the conclusion that you believ~that 1 1s 
~ in harmony with the Scriptures for Broad Street to rent it ~a~H:i:ties 
to some human organization and receiie.J,?.a~~Offl his numan organization 
for its facilities._ H.e.r...e- another passage of Scripture. Where 
is e 1v1ne authority for raising money in this manner? What is the 
difference in securing money this way and selling cake and ice cream? 
Again, if you can rent one part of the facilities then why can't you 
rent any other part, or all of its facilities? Why not arrange the seats 
in· the ,auditorium so they will revolve into the wall and rent the audi-
torium for a skating rink? Are you now in the position to defend this 
practice? Are you saying now that after all the bi~ ado about Florida 
College renting a room to the Episcopalians that you have decided that 
this was all right, and is all right even for the Lord's church? In any 
event, if you believe that the New Testament teaches that a church may 
make donations to a school or any other human organization, you will 
help many of us to solve many problems by just simply citing the Scripture 
that teaches it. 
I have the same sort of problem with the fellowship hall. You tell 
me that I llliave failed to learn how often and for what reasons the Church 
came together to eat, and to have social relationship, and to generally 
learn better how to love and co-operate with one another." This is what 
I want, John---a passage or the passages in the New Testament that will 
help me to "learn" what I have "failed to learn." I can read where 11 the 
disciples came together to break bread on the first day of the week 11 
(Acts 20:7) and I can also read that "the kingdom of God is not eating 
and drinking; but righteousness, and peace, and joy in the Holy Spirit 11 
(Rom.14:17). I can also read where Paul said to the church at Corinth, 
IIWhat? have ye not houses to eat and to drink in? or despise ye the 
church of God and put them to shame that have not? What shall I say 
Mr. Chalk 
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to you? shall I praise you in this? I praise you not .•• if any man is 
hungry, let him eat at home; that~U£_ Coming together be not unto 
judgment" (1 Cor.11:~w,will you please tell me 
(__, ~ Lord8V8r comm8nded' His church to "eat" anything together 
_ Lord I s supper? 
At first I thought you were about to deny that the church could 
build a gymnasium but since you say it is alright that a day school 
be organized like the college and this 11d"iy school may use the fellow-
ship hall for a gym, 11 it matters little about the inaccuracy of the 
press report insofar as wh3t is actually intended, does it? As I 
understand the situation, the brethren will contribute on the first 
day of the week into the church treasury. This money will then be used 
to build a fellowship hall which will be used as a gymnasium for physical 
exercise and other physical activities and this, in turn, will be used 
both by the church and the school but the school will pay the church for 
the use of the fellowship hall for its physical activities~ Is this the 
idea? I need a Scripture for this also, John. If I have misunderstood 
what you have said, then perhaps you will clarify the matter for me. 
~~ - · _I sim:QlY asked if it was th~ responsibility of the Lord I s churc~ 
. \ r .y ~ (to feed. the physic_[[ bodies instead of the spiritual bodies. and that- - ./ 
~ · ~' of the saints, nd insteaa of answering my ques ion yo say tnat this f ,..i octr ne lS "the most pernicious, damnable, ungodly, and anti-christian 
0il'-' doctrine ever devised by the depraved mind of man. 11 Now, John, it 
would have been much simpler for you. to have supplied the Scriptures at 
my request than it would have been for you to display your vocabulary. If 
you had told me the Scripture that authorized this, I would be in the 
position to teach others the truth on this subject. The way it is, I 
am in the same boat now that I was to begin with, and not a single Scripture 
to paddle it with. So, why not just present the Scripture instead of 
"making fun" of me and accusing me of being "mockingly concerned 11 about 
this matter? 
Your observations concerning my assuming the role of 11 the bishop 
of Putman County though living in Tampa, Florida" is really beneath your 
dignity, don't you t hink? Am I to understand that even though you live 
in Putman County, that you were trying to be 11 the bishop of Tampa, Florida" 
because you wrote me a personal letter in August last year soliciting 
my enrolling in a school other than Florida College? I know that I am 
not very smart, but even I can reason better than that. As I said before, 
I truly regret t~ ~lmple ~;;ues~ ~criptural authority for practices 
~hat you are promoting as so et oir: -- I shall attribute your remarks 
regarding my motives to yQ.J;!,r ~ot ona upse. am sorry that a man whom 
...::..-:::; . _.......; 
I have always esteemed as being 11 gt e§t in the Kingdom" now says that his 
reply to my request for Scriptural authority has 11been prompted by pity 
for my ignorance" rather than by a love fo r my sou • I simply cannot 
understand why, John, this kind o raq~-eh&t.tl.n be given by one who 
claims to walk in the footsteps of Him who was willing to die for Mi. 
Jesus found time to help the Publiaana, ~inners and all who sou~t the 
truth, I am sorry that you feel that I am too LITTLE for you to teac'h. ,6J ~ t 
~~~ 
Mr. Chalk 
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Let me again remind you that you wrote me a two page letter, and 
not ONE time on either of them did you cite pNE PA~~E of Scripture. for 
tg_~raet:ic.ee-about-whi~h I wrote. f Regardless of what you think ofm e::----
~or my motives, will you not PLEASE, in heaver(s name, present the Scripture 
for the practices you are promoting. 
-----------------------
Your Servant for Christ's Sake, Alp. 
" I· 
. s 
i 
I' -.. J. T. 3 mi t h 
r ""' r-. l ? ~ 't ; : L .:. ("' t 
: ~~r ~, f!oriJa 33'1~ 
l T • 
.. ~ . .. .. 
I arr, •"'Xtr>ndir.y c1 : o uz • ,Jsy t o you th rt: ; ou ,-,:;.e ,..r N ll ng 
tn ~xtend t o me in A~yu~t c ! la~t yea r ~~en I wr ~t~ yn ~ ~ l e tt er 
"',.. ti ··: a •. ,:cJ by ~i r'·1..-=-r~ c0:-.--·?r:'• Y('ur r i: ct?r,t 1 et t :I :, as Leer1 
.:.·· .. e jvtj -1rd !. ts i. mp l'..:,1 sr lrit c orr,p li~ tel y ur. an ried .14- ed. 
Yo u .r f ir s t p a1·a"".rJ r li cast a s::, e rsi n s o n c1ir r eas c ns f en 
:: u1~Jing a n ew b1..dl Jin 9 . I re?.liz-= it it st.ra nge f o r •anti's~ 
0f yo u r l ~gali tic s ~iic~ t o cc~c e ive o f scm e cc ng r e; 4t i o ns 
t 1pti z ing ennug t ptor l~ ea ch ydar t c • 0u t ]roN• any ~! nd ~ f 
~~i ldi ng . You c bv i c~ ~l y 0 r in ten ti ona l ly ov e r l oo~ed th e 600 
s .:· ,H a ',,J d i t 0 r i um th ~ t w 1. : l h; Lu i1 t a c; s::: c r, , , c; :· i.i n d -:. a .u' 
r1 0vided . The c~ •pe l ~ : 11 Le ~s cd i n thr ~e ~or ntn~ servi~e s to 
tlk e ,are of crowdq Nh i c~ ar e attending our s~rv i c0~. Of co urse, 
I r e alize th t t h1: • Ar.ti " 3itle ha s a sci i p t ur e- 3')aln s t large 
;J) :19 r e ;i .a t~ c-r. s. 
Yo u a~ ~ume d ~o l e Ahic n~ither yc ~r l~ arning ~r exnerience 
cic.-:. ates w~i en yo c fT'. al< e '- ~.rtain 9lib 1 E:rr·ark ~ abc1Jt the d/,1 5chc 0l .. 
C: u t of differe n <..E'I to y:u 1 l ack 0£ :nfo rr.·aticn, ! wi ll stat~ tht1 t !J S\;·~h a schr.ol is_ .... ·. 2r~ ~.d •r,a t i~ y:~P o~ cr rp :-i::P~i j"' '=.t li'<c 
·1- . . , ., '-· r~ ·· .ri.::•, , . , . .,, , . - .. an ··· , •,1] c- , ... - 1 ·1 llt'Z." +·1 .. , 
,. \...-..! "-"t> \.J . 1 j - \,,,. ,.. .,._, ,1 , ._,... . t.:-:,'~ '""' h ... ~... . .. .... 't - \..,: ..1.. ~ ""· '-' 
f d~ ili ~i~ ~ of Bro~~ ~~r eet 's new ~u~lJi~y 0n a 1enta l 0asis like 
t~ e Episc ~palia~, d i d at t he s , ~o ol ~e~ tic~cJ ELo \ e o 
Y~u r ~o ~r let~ l ~ck of understanding of the New :~stamen t 
Church causes you ~0 ~ake ce1tain state~~n·s abo ut th~ proposed 
fel~0 ... s:d.r :,a ll. ;,sin s 0 "r~ny areas, y,u ;, a ve f~il-2-:i :o learn 
hew cf4-en ,{r,rj for 11·h2t r0 .Jc;,:) :-: s the ::Lu rch C 3:'T'e t oge L"ler to eat , 
to ha~~ s~~Ltl ~e l~tion3~ir, anc to 3e ner~lly learn better how 
t o 1:-v<:? a::d ... c - ope1at€ ;,ith one ar'lo t h :H'. 
/ 
/ 
7-.-
/:/' 
/ 
I n that sanH~ p.;;.n.19r~ph yo1... n'.tiU.oned "t:1,, lee t:y ·;,1::.:~:~ i:·;n.r'" 
doct :rine wh5.,:h 1 s t. he 'T10$t r~Hnlcio, ... ~, o.,Jmnabl,:. -i"LJDC:., _. and 
ant i-chri s ti an docti iLe ev('I. d1:",i1.':'>t> d \)i L,G Jepr,u~d F'-~nd ;:! 
ma n~ The nursing home ycL a:e 50 concerne j a~o ut w\11 aga in 
be o:rgan,i .z ed tiiUc h a way as t:, ~~ ake care of t11 -: (?,t"? •needy sa i nts• 
:;bou t whL .. h yo i mo k i.19 · ,,re s 0 conce:::-ra~d. It ""' J11 ,:,,,_:,b ably 
be bfls t f or you ~a i t and see tr e d.::vcloprner, ... s on t.h is subjec.. t. 
before mo u ri t i. n g you .r rn i.. i a t ...i 1. >? so a r bo < ,. 
Ihe gym .. s the ir,v(!ntinn ')f t~t-' pres' bJt if -l ::i a y :,chool 
s e rg.an ied like Flo r· ( ·n-diristian; ..::0lle.g e Lr1e f e Uowship 
ha· l ma be..-,u i& £0 :r- t h. a pur -se by t:H! jr:·, up ,, 
- •,.· . ''" t~ 
Yau.I :l a s ~ s t.~t~meu s · .. ) the r e ent"'.'l.ett t?t ' cJrlainly do r.c t 
: jff thi {f}tt .al u,-aso ~-- f 0.r .. .. e l etter c; , j r';c .. 't -?'"l . c·onfe's· 
t tai t: , :.d.~ no · 1...1 nd.;;.., r,,t.orid t. > .-v .. 3· s ..,.r et ch c f 10 r or , s hm'1~·t. :ride 
:,8't1• c a r1 cle rr,t.)nc.l or ev t? ,l " dt)r ,..e i i:. e an ,H:: .. ,·,e r'1 ;;t './ e~r i e t 
~::i:, ·tt'ni eni.. e ., 
- >._;,' ' 
:,'," ::A t now app~.a r s tha yo;;. 1 a v 9c n c.> tr-.€' · ay c l t"Jf t he 
•• ,• "t l .. - ·• u .r-1 "' .- • I ' • bl '-
-', 0 ~ ' t o oy . some .... 1 :-.; e .-,; • ; .. 10r; ~s1c.; y')u a e now Ui i .s,i."lp 
' ,) +, ~- . m .·• ' .. ' . .., ' . 1 l J • ; ' ' ; .. ";- ' ~ r · . . . ,_ 
• u . , ),; ""' 1,..i.,1- . y •. u,, ... ~· · . .. ..... " • •• ~mp ,, ~ c,, "1 e e-TI'l 'l'I·" ~ 
-cl~r\l. se~ -to _ y 1J !'" t.hi::. ;: tt.~ 11dv no, c -" ,r·e• b .:: a ..1 s e ·~ _ttn· 
-•_ .1).9c!, ':. 1c,n Wtll. Gh ;. f•,h:: ,. to cl !', .:,,¥ ,;; Ot.:I . -~ '~\i'Ie ':\-iey : :::i t h~r · 
• • J v e o e e n I rop t a d l> y , 'i . o5 : 1 f c 1 y r:, ;..; ... 1. g "l n . 6 r: : f · • 
1 0 U:r S , 
t' ; I 
'- "\,A~ I i 
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